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California Youth Advocacy Network

The California Youth Advocacy Network (CYAN) is dedicated to the support of 
youth and young adult tobacco control advocacy throughout California.  By 
providing young people and agencies with the tangible tools for action, CYAN 
strives to mobilize a powerful statewide movement for tobacco control.

CYAN offers the following to the tobacco prevention field:

Technical Assistance

Trainings

Statewide Advocacy and Policy Campaigns

Educational Materials and Publications

Opportunities for Networking



A statewide grassroots 

student-led coalition 

representing California 

colleges and universities 

committed to promoting and establishing a 

safer and healthier educational environment, 

through tobacco policy and education.

CYAN College Project
CYAN's College Program focuses on training, educating, and supporting 

college advocates and tobacco control agencies throughout California.  The program 
works with college students, faculty, staff, and tobacco control professionals to create 

lasting change on campuses both locally and statewide. 

Trainings / Retreats
• Professional
• Student

Technical Assistance

Teleconferences

Webinars

Networking

Statewide Days of Action
• Great American Smokeout
• Earth Day

Policy Support

What we provide:

A national project focusing on 

tobacco industry funding of 

academic research.  Funded by 

the American Legacy 

Foundation.



A Note About Campus Policies

Smoke-Free vs. Tobacco-Free
Smoke-free: focus solely on secondhand smoke exposure and 
tobacco products that produce smoke (eliminates 
smokeless/spitless tobacco)

Tobacco-free (use): focus on all tobacco products

Comprehensive policy:
Addresses all tobacco products

Includes language on tobacco sales, tobacco promotions, 
sponsorship, funding, and investment practices

Cannot include language on ads in campus papers (unless student 
papers adopt their own policies)



A Note About Tobacco Use Policies

There are all kinds of different smoke-free and tobacco-
free policies

100% smoke-free
Smoke-free with the exception of parking lots
Smoke-free with the exception of designated areas

State law prohibits smoking within 20-ft. of all publicly 
owed buildings (including community colleges)

The best policy for your campus is the policy that works 
best on your campus!



Policy Making Authority

Public colleges and universities
All campuses must comply with state law (indoor air and 
20-ft. from buildings)

State law allows for campuses to adopt stronger policy 
than AB 846

UC and CSU system governing bodies allow each 
individual campus to adopt unique local policies

CCC District leadership decides who has the power to 
change campus tobacco policies

District-wide vs. campus-specific



Policy Trends

Focus
Smoke-free   Tobacco-free
Smoke-free   Comprehensive

Transitional Policies
Policy gradually changes

Current policy  designated areas or parking lots  100% tobacco-free

Example: Policy adopted May 2010.  Campus opens with designated area in Fall 
2010. Campus opens 100% tobacco-free in Fall 2011.

Longer Implementation Periods

Implementation phase lasts 1 to 2 years
Focus on educating campus community, updating signage and print 
materials, promoting cessation, removing ash cans, and preparing 
enforcement plan.



National Policy Trends
(Tobacco Use Policies)

100% Tobacco-Free

257 Campuses

Mostly 2-year institutions

New trend among 4-year 
institutions

Common among religious 
institutions (the use of 
tobacco is not allowed)

www.smokefreeoregon.com/
college/

100% Smoke-Free 

420 Campuses

Mix of 2-year and 4-year 
institutions

Trend to move from “smoke-
free” to “tobacco-free”

Includes on campus housing

www.no-smoke.org

http://www.smokefreeoregon.com/college/
http://www.smokefreeoregon.com/college/
http://www.no-smoke.org
http://www.no-smoke.org
http://www.no-smoke.org


California Policies

77 of the 145 (53%) have policies significantly stronger than 
State Law

7 public colleges have a 100% tobacco-free policy
All campuses are part of the Community College system

9 public colleges have 100% smoke-free policy
8 Community Colleges
1 University of California campus

19 public college limit smoking to parking lots only

42 public colleges allow smoking in designated areas only
6 California State University campuses   
36 Community Colleges  



Enforcement Options

Passive
Voluntary compliance
Signage

Active
Encourage compliance
Student Code of Conduct/ Employee Personnel Policies
Fines/ Community Service
Citations/ Warning Cards
State Education Code
Enforcement Cards/ Reminder Cards
Positive enforcement
Signage



Enforcement and State Law

Public colleges are State-owned properties
Therefore, CCC campuses follow State Law, not city or 
county laws/ordinances

There is NO enforcement code in CA State Law 
(outdoor air law)

Major complaint of campus police
There is no “teeth” to the policy

Colleges have authority to…
Encourage compliance

Enforce through Student Code of Conduct/ Employee 
Personnel Policies

Laws others have considered: Trespassing and Littering



Campuses Issuing Citations
Santa Rosa Junior College

Revision to Board Procedure 6.8.6P – “…the Sonoma 
County Junior College District Police shall enforce all 
state, county, and city ordinances that prohibit smoking 
on or near District property.”

Enforcing the City of Santa Rosa’s outdoor air 
ordinance

City fines for smoking are up to $100 for 1st offense, 
$250 for 2nd offense, and $500 for each subsequent 
offense

College has signage with enforcement policy language 
including $$ amount of fines

To date, no citations have been issued



Campuses Issuing Citations

San Francisco State University
Designated smoking areas policy (3 DSA)

College President has given authority to campus police 
to issue $58 fines to those violating the policy

All funds collected are used to support policy (including 
enforcement, education, implementation, and 
cessation)

Began issuing citations in April 12, 2010
Issued 61 “violations” in first 2 weeks

Total revenue for first two days = $2,030 (35 citations)

Prior to issuing citations, police asked individuals to 
smoke in 9 DSA’s (2004 Policy)





CSU Enforcement Codes

Authority to Cite and Collect Revenue for Smoking 
Violations on Campus

Education Code 89031 (Misdemeanor) – Fine of 
“up to” $1,000 “and/or” up to 1 year in jail.

The trustees may establish rules and regulations for the 
government and maintenance of the buildings and 
grounds of the California State University. Every person 
who violates or attempts to violate the rules and 
regulations is guilty of a misdemeanor.

Title 5 California Code of Regulations Sec. 42356



Enforcement Options
Change state law

AB 846 does not include enforcement language
Notes: 

CYAN cannot support efforts
Legislation can take years

Update education code
Similar to CA Vehicle Code (e.g., parking enforcement) and 
CSU ed code
Notes:

CYAN can support efforts if at CCCCO level
We’ve changed provisions in education code in the past

Work with district/campus decision makers

Make no change



Great American Smokeout 2010
When:  Thursday, November 18

Who:  California Colleges and 
Universities

What CYAN is offering:  

FREE materials to create quit kits and 
print cessation materials 

FREE media placement in college 
newspapers

Registration Deadline:  November 1

For more information, please visit: 
www.cyanonline.org

http://www.cyanonline.org/


CYAN Regional 
Cessation Training

Possible Dates:
o Early January

o Late January

o Early February 



For more information or resources. . .
Kim Homer Vagadori

California Youth Advocacy Network (CYAN)
(916) 339-3424 x22

kim@cyanonline.org
www.cyanonline.org

mailto:kim@cyanonline.org
http://www.cyanonline.org/

